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<Abstract>

A Study on ‘National Literature’ Shown in Yeom
Sang-Seop’s Wartime Novels in the 1950s

Shin, Eun-Kyung

Yeom Sang-Seop’s literature was created in the turbulent period of
various times. Even in the flow of weighty times such as Japanese
colonial era, liberation period, and Korean War, Yeom Sang-Seop
established the literary world view through continuous literary activities.
Yeom Sang-Seop’s wartime novels need to be examined separately from
his literature in the 1950s because they show the distinctive point from
war literature published at that time.

Yeom Sang-Seop’s wartime novels published during the Korean War
are based on the ‘national literature theory’ argued by him in the wartime.
Arguing the ‘national literature theory’ in the wartime, he talked about
‘realism’ as a concrete methodology. This is not emphasizing the
ideology of South Korea that the war literature aimed to pursue through
realism, but implying his will to realistically reflect people’s lives in the
reality of war. Thus, Yeom Sang-Seop’s wartime novels show the
narrative strategy to reflect people’s lives in the negative reality of war by
diluting the ideology issue. Even though the characters facing the
ideological issue appear in his wartime novels, the cause for their
fundamental problems is originated from human’s desire and conflict
existing from before the war, or selfish internal desire to survive right

after the war. Through the narrative strategy like this, Yeom Sang-Seop’s

140



Feol 1950 TAIAM0] LIEH ‘RIZESE

[ et

wartime novels show the essential differences from war literature, and

also show the pains of the time.

Key words: Yeom Sang-seop, wartime novels, national literature, realism,
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