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<Abstract>

Consciousness on Female and Social
and Political Consciousness in Yeom Sang-seop's
Novels in the 1950s

—Focusing on "The Younger Generationy, "Passing Down the
Generationsy

Kong, Jong-goo

This paper begins with the sense of problem that Yeom's novels since
the 1950s still work within the aesthetic category of national literature and
realism. For the sense of problem, this paper summons the two novels for
intensive analysis, one for "The Younger Generations and the other for "
Passing Down the Generations;. Based on the awareness, it aims at
revealing the political consciousness and the reality of consciousness on
women revealed in the two works.

The two works have mutually heterogeneous narratives. One is “the
epic of consciousness on women” revealed through clear generational
contrast and the other is “the epic of social and political consciousness,”
reflecting the critical problem of the Liberal Party regime. Based on the
quantitative weight and appearance of the narrative, the core of the two
works is the narrative of consciousness on women. However, real
intention of the two works is in the narrative of social and political
consciousness. This narrative composition seems to be due to the bypass
strategy to avoid the gaze of surveillance and control from the then

Liberal Party regime.

m
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Through the form of “the unconscious of text,” the two novels share a
critical awareness of the reality of the Liberal Party regime and violence.
To be specific, through the work "The Younger Generation;, Yeom
Sang-seop apparently intended to reflect the left-right alliance, which was
his consistent ideological orientation since liberation. Such a sense of
problem that was intended to be revealed through the agony or frustration
of the younger generation was interrupted by the newspaper's unilateral
decision. After three years, through the work "Passing Down the
Generationsy, Yeom Sang-seop reflected a critical sense of the situation
of the liberal administration, which showed signs and symptoms of the
end-of-life everywhere. His sense of problem was revealed through Han
Dong-guk's political conviction that he refused to join the Liberal Party
until the end. Han Dong-gook's remarks, reflecting the predictions and
expectations of the fall and collapse of the Liberal Party regime,
culminated in such a sense of problem. In addition, such predictions and
expectations are the key to Yeom's consciousness of the problem that he

wanted to reveal through the works.

Key words: Realism and Ethnic Literature, unconsciousness of text, social
and political consciousness, consciousness on women, a
generational contrast, cynicism and hypocrisy, gaze of
surveillance and control, internalization of censorship, Liberal
Party
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