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<Abstract>

The Existential Exploration and the Placeness in
Kim Chae-won’ Nove

Lee, Sang-Jin

The purpose of this study is to analyze the process of existential
exploration that consistently appear from the first major work, focusing
on Kim Chae-won's later novels. For this purpose, based on the problem
consciousness and results of previous studies, an interpretation was
atempted by applying the results of human geographic discussions such
asplace, loss of place, and existential externality, and main concepts.

In the exploratory structure of Kim's novels, longing for the house
(mother) as the origin, vague anxiety, an unredistic sense of redlity,
unconscious desire of departure, and instinctive fear of finding away are
common. The femae characters in Kim's novels imagine a different time
and space where they can feel the true sense of place to escape from
existential outsideness. In the process of this existential search, the female
characters(or Kim) discover a place caled “the house” that becomes a
source of roots and a prison for woman, witness the self-deception and
reality of Exoticism believed to be the power of the world, aware of the
irreparable existential outsideness and themselves who grew old
marginalized. And by borrowing the voice of the narrator, Kim criticizes
the redlity that the unique sense of place was lost due to standardization
and uniformity in the rapid commercia development process.
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