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<Abstract>

The study on Oh Sang-Won's Hwangseonjidae
—The meanings of post-war military campside town and
ontological research on the human being

Kim, Seong-Eun

Oh Sang-Won's Hwangseonjidae (Off Limits Yellow Area) is a
mid-length novel that embodies the redities of the post-war Korea and
human ontological problems. This paper, considering that 'placement
arrangement' is an important device in the formation of the meaning of the
text, re-examine the relationship between the 'military campside town'
and the 'US military base', and the 'military campside town' and the 'past
North Koreda, and analyzes the project of the characters of the work
appearing in the digging of the ‘tunnel’ that connects the 'military camp
town' and the 'US military base’. As a result, the ultimate goa of this
paper is to examine the meaning of the 'placeness of the military
campside town in the post-war Korean society and the ontological issues
that had to be contemplated under the neocoloniaism system of the Cold
War era.

Hwangseonjidae divides Korea's post-war space into two axes, the US
military base and the ‘military campside town, and contrasts them with
each other. The military campside town was a symbolic place that clearly
showed the foreign-dependent structure of Korean society a the time,
which had no choice but to rely on US supplies and aid. The US military
base, described as an idealized place in the Hwangseonjidae, was actually
a place disguised as a utopia in that it sustains the subjugation and
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miserable lives of the people in the military campside town. On the other
hand, the military campside town evokes the atmosphere of the postwar
period when the way of life and values that were regarded as normal
before the war collapsed, and shows the position of Korea under the
neo-colonia system, which had to lose its subjectivity in the sphere of
influence of the powers. Meanwhile, Hwangseonjidae and North Korea's
hometowns are on a confrontation with the Korean War, but when the
attention is given to neocolonialism, they form a response relationship in
that they are subordinate to the US military government and the Soviet
military government, respectively. Hwangseonjidae does not stay in
showing areality without a prospect, but attempts an ontological search to
faceit. Thisisevident in the project behavior by the characters who try to
escape with their own utopia by digging atunnel. At thistime, the tunnel
is presented as the stage of the human dasein's project to form an
existential beings by itself despite being in a thrownness situation at the
same time as the shape of atypical boundary situation. Hwangseonjidae
reveals the author's perception that existential projects are not completed
by abtaining answers to existence, but is meaningful as a process that is
constantly implemented.

Key words: Oh Sang-Won, Hwangseonjidae [Off Limits Yellow Area), the
post-war Korea, the military campside town, place(placeness),
neocolonialism, an existential beings, project
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