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<Abstract>

Korean Contemporary Old Age Novels
and Lateness

Lee, Kyung-Jae

Hwang Seok-young's novel and Kim Hoon's novel are works that are
somewhat in line with Edward Said's claim of lateness. Although the
end-of-life at this time does not lead to the level of artistic technique, it
shows the shadows of cracks and contradictions, destruction and death, all
a the mental level. The main character Park Min-woo, who entered his
mid-60s around, shows internal cracks, contradictions, and intense
self-reflection, which is done on a critical reflection of the past years of
development and dictatorship. The late years and deaths of Ma Dong-soo
and his wife, who were born in the 1910s, are depicted only in terms of a
stark biological entity. In addition, both works show common ground that
life in old age is linked to the younger generation. Hwang Seok-young's
“During the Eclipse” and Kim Hoon's “In the vacant lot” show images
close to the end of the year. Such endearment comes as it casts the
shadows of cracks, contradictions, catastrophe, and even desth that arise
between self and the world. Harmony, reconciliation, inclusion, tolerance,
and synthesis, which are considered common features of old age, are
something that even shadows cannot be found. Hwang Seok-young's
“During the Eclipse” and Kim Hoon's “In the vacant lot” are rare among
old Korean novels with a considerable history that have approached the
proposition, “The work of the later years in the history of art is a
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catastrophe.”

Key words: Old Age Novel, Lateness, Hwang Seok-young, Kim Hoon,
Catastrophe, Death
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