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<Abstract>

Time and Space of Female Science Fiction

and Posthumanism Perspective
—Focusing on Yihyung Yun, Choyup Kim, Boyung Kim

Yeon, Nam-Kyung

The science fictions of Korean female writersin the 2010s are valuable
for attention. These are because the science fiction genre is dispelling the
preconceived notion of masculine, and are writing new science fictions
that had a small position in the Korean literary field. In this paper, the
post-gender and feminist perspectives embedded in the critica
post-human discourse were introduced as a framework of interpretation,
looking for the possibility of a hopeful future sought by Korean women's
science fiction, by paying attention to the experiment of thinking about
time and space.

Yun, Yihyung's fiction presents a view of time in which the two
systems, human and posthuman, coexist, raising questions about the blind
belief that the advancement of science and technology will guarantee a
better life. But it is different from dystopia. Y un proposes the possibility
that the contradiction of the nonsynchronousness of the past and the
future will be avoided diadectically at the point of the present narrative.

In Kim, Cho-yup'sfiction, female scientists, like heroes, break through
the impossibility of the world through science and technology. At the
same time, they convey embodied knowledge as ghostly beings returning
from their weak position. In this way, Kim's SF seeks a better world by
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attempting a rational explanation of the world by setting the position of
the collective subject and revisioning the world.

Kim, Boyung'sfiction travels at the speed of light in space out of time
bound to the Earth through a 'light-speed traveling plot'. The origin of
human beings or the principle of the universe learned &fter traveling at
light speed is not an omnipotent one and feminine collective subject,
which corresponds to a possible co-existence without losing individudity.
In this way, Kim's novel, which is a 'textua cyborg’, implies that both
posthuman and literary bodies are changing.

key words: Female SF, Posthumanism, Yihyung Yun, Choyup Kim, Boyung
Kim, nonsynchronism, collective subject, light-speed traveling

plot
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