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<Abstract>

Rereading Choi’s "Guunmong,

—Fiction, Anachronism, Montage

Yang, Jeong-Hyeon

This study scrutinizes the characteristics of Choi’s “Guunmong” and
its achievements, focusng on the anachrony. Various studies on
“Guunmong” have been conducted on the basis of its characteristics such
as experimental form and fantasy. Choi's works have structural repetition
a various narrative levels, like anachrony in “Guunmong”, which is
continued to “Gray Man” and “Seoyugi (Journey to the West)”. This
paper attempts to complements the deficiencies of precedent discussions
by paying attention to the anachrony appeared through repetition of
narrative situations, characters or specific motifs.

Contrary to the dereigtic narrative of “Guunmong”, Dokgomin has a
clear sense of time at the level of subjective perception. There is a big
difference between the objective reality and Dok-Komin's confusing
subjective journey, as shown by the broadcasting of the revolutionary
army and government forces inserted in the fiction, but they coincide with
each other in terms of the dominant turning point of narrative. Dokgomin
merely lacks of the sense of “meaning”, despite of his correct sense of
time.

The theory of civilization shown in Choi In-hoon's published novels
and criticisms argues that humankind have historical interrelationships,
and that oneself and others are deeply involved in the spatial and temporal
dimension. As a metaphor for the theory of civilization, the shape of the
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“robot” corresponds to the logic of the resurrection of “Guunmong”. The
montage that appears in “Guunmong” is not only an aesthetic stylization
of confused recognition on History, but also athematic representation that
cals us for historica montage of Ego. According to this interpretation,
the story of Dokgomin in the fiction has both the possibility of 1960 and
1962, and the indecidability of interpretation is a natural consequence of
the anachrony in “Guunmong”.

Key words: Choi-Inhoon, Guunmong, Anachronism, Montage, Anachrony
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