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<Abstract>

A Study on Anachronism in Chae Man-sik's
Liberation Period Novels

Park, In-Seong

This paper examines the historical consciousness of his later novels
through a series of works from the late colonial period to the liberation
period of Chae Man-sk. Chae Man-sik's novels compose their own
contemporary representation and historical consciousness  while
communing with the times of the past. Chae Man-sik is not smply an
individual who has fallen into historical nihilism and the absence of
prospects, but “presents’ the times that do not become historical again
through a problematic period of liberation. The possibility of
currentization is not reduced to simply the fault lines of “breaks’ and
“new generations’ of history or generations. Anachronism can be athird
aternative tempordlity.

The core of anachronism in the novels during the colonia period isin
the process of implying the “contemporaneity of the uncontemporary”
suppressed in contemporary reality in alimited way and to face the closed
reality. This process is the presentization of the dominant voices latent in
the oppressive redlity that precedes the artist's intentional planning. This
paper first examines the novel strategy of Chae Man-sik during the
colonial period through "Taepyeong Cheonha; and "Takryus, and
focuses on peculiarity of anachronism in novels during the liberation
period.
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Due to his reflective attitude toward his pro-Japanese career, Chae
Man-sik seems to deviate from the leading historical consciousness for
the future or the imagination of the founding country. Therefore, the
anachronism in Chae Man-sik's liberation period novels is not an
dternative imagination to the repressive reality, but rather is focused on
deliberately deviating from the accel erating period toward the founding of
the country or creating a dissonance. In "Okrangsa;, a historical
regression is drawn while paying attention to the future temporality, and
in "Boys Grown Up", the unpredictable "different time" is made present
by completely deviating from the imagination of the founding country.

Through the concept term of anachronism, this paper reveals that Chae
Man-sik's later works are not simply immersed in the compatible
composition of historical optimism or pessimism, but incompletely
attempting a new historical attitude. This also emphasizes that Chae
Man-sik is a writer who accurately portrayed the complexity of the
liberation period with the most novel techniques of time and history.
Liberation and founding have never been completed on a single
spatio-temporal basis. Rather, it is close to a state in which various
individual and collective transformations are temporarily overlapped
between dynamic 'different times. And Chae Man-sik is an artist who
portrayed such temporality as a contemporary person during the liberation

period.

Key words: Chae Man-sik, liberation period, anachronism, synchronism,
historical novel
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