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<Abstract>

The dynamics of technology

and the affect of the factory girl
—Focused on the 1930s factory novel

Hwang, Ji-Young

The article focuses on factory novels created in the 1930s, when
women began to take modern jobs in earnest, and also looks at how
changing ‘affect” work as women's skills build up. In the 1930s, writers of
factory novels who detailed the lives of workers presented factory girls as
subjects to lead a new era. The authors recreated colonial capitalism, poor
working conditions, and workers' will to fight for a better life, among
others. The factory girls' affects found in the process include shame,
sadness, love and anger. The apprentices felt shame when they were
treated with violence by capitalists or managers in a strange place called a
factory, thinking that everything was themselves wrong. When the
apprenticeship period ends, heavy labor and longing for the family back
home turn into sadness. Some factory girls are reborn as female vanguard
as they fall in love with the male vanguard in the factory, and some are
angry at the violent elements that exist in the factory after mastering their
skills and becoming skilled factory girls. As the level of proficiency
increases, factory girls' affects change from passive ones to active ones.
With the change of affects, the factory girls change the conditions of

labor, improve their lives and take a step closer to revolution.
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