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<Abstract>

Cold War-Division System and Grammar of Movement

in Narratives of Defecting from North Korea

—Focusing on Hwang Sun-won’s Descendant of Cain
and Lim, Ok-in’s Before and after defect from North Korea

Oh, Tae-Young

In this article I discussed the process of movement in narratives of
defecting from North Korea and recognition of space as conditions of such
process. The narratives of defecting from North Korea allows us to confirm
how those who moved from north to south prove their existence in the
process of reorganization of ideological space divided into North and South
Korea. And identify one aspect of the governance of the division system that
intervened therein. In this article, following the self-narratives of the North
Korean refugees, they identified the meanings of the conditions and
grammar of the movements they built. And also identified the beginning of
the bond with the Cold War-anti-communication ideology under the
division system. In the process of defecting from North Korea, the 38th
parallel north is located as a place of loss and ruin, and is also constructed
as a space for male homo-social desire that maximizes the violence of male
gender. As such, it is revealed as a space of topophobia, where the North
Korean refugees are rooted and driven out of the ground of their existence.
At the same time, it is presented as a dystopia that drives the imagination of
sub-38th parallel as an ideal place for exiles to escape, to heal the pain of loss
and to restore freedom. Hwang Sun-won’s Descendant of Cain and Lim,

Ok-in’s Before and after defect from North Korea helped to grasp the
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political and economic conditions immediately after liberation. In addition,
the narrative origins of the division and delimitation of ideological spaces of
the two Koreas can be identified.

Key words: cold war-division system, narratives of defecting from North
Korea, space reorganization, movement, loss,
anti-communication ideology
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