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<Abstract>

The Desire and Hypocrisy of Korean Society

Reflected in a Novel about Divided Families
—Focusing on Park Wan-seo’s The Winter was Warm in that Year

Moon, Hwa

The article analyzes Park Wan-seo (1931-2011)’s novel, The Winter
was Warm in that Year(1983), revealing the desire and hypocrisy of
Korean society hidden in the practice of cross-border family reunions. It
was snobbish attitudes that prevented family reunions, coercing people to
forget the past and move forward under superficial slogans like “Let’s
live well” (“Jal sal a bose”). This article reveals the snobbery and
brazenness of the characters, Susie and her brother, in their facade in
failing to find their missing sister, Omok in the novel. Meanwhile,
Omok’s struggling in the novel evidences the challenges for orphans to
start new families in the mid-1960s in Korea. Omok’s husband left her for
a job in the Middle East and she eventually died alone leaving her
children orphans despite her struggle to break away from the confines of
being an orphan. This novel reveals the obstacle that society’s obsession
with wealth poses on family reunion, a point of view that has yet been

overlooked in other stories about divided families.

Key words: Park Wan-seo, 7he Winter was Warm in That Year, snobbism,
divided families, hypocrisy, guilty, brazenness
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