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<Abstract >

The problem of freedom in Choi In-ho's novels
—For Scary multiple and Deep Blue Night

Guahk, Sang-Soon

This article deals with the issue of freedom in Choi In-ho's novel,
targeting Scary multiple and Deep Blue Night. Both Choi Jun-ho and Oh
Man-joon in “Scary multiple” are oppressed for freedom. For Choi
Jun-ho, freedom is freedom of deviation, but it is a freedom that can be
recovered at any time according to the voluntary choice of public power.
For Oh Man Joon, freedom is the freedom to voluntarily choose the one
he must choose in the context of forced choice. For him, the choice is
always presented as a choice between the bad and the worse, and
previously, he couldn't easily choose which one because of the fear of
choosing the worse one. In this situation, Man-Joon provides the
opportunity to escape from the oppression that plagued himself
paradoxically by choosing the one that appears to be the worst.

Meanwhile, in Deep Blue Night, To Junho in Korea, marijuana
symbolizes freedom of deviation, but in the United States it is only a
means of escape. In Korea, Jun-ho seeks the same freedom of deviation as
Choi Jun-ho and faces the same situation of oppression, but in the United
States, he is closer to the situation of Oh man-jun. He faces a situation of
forced choice and provides an opportunity to escape from the oppression
that plagued himself by choosing the form of absolute independence that
seems to be the worst.

Oppression and prohibition are both a condition of freedom and a
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condition of impossibility for Choi Jun-ho of Scary multiple. His freedom
is the freedom to depend on power, the freedom parasitic to oppression
and prohibition, and the freedom that can never be completely free even
in the most free moments. On the contrary, it can only be said that Man
Joon is in a state where he can confirm the possibility of his own ultimate
freedom only when he is not the most free. For him, freedom can only
emerge through the violence of forced choice that contaminates freedom,
and only in the form of oppression that neutralizes freedom itself.
Likewise, the ending of Deep Blue Night shows that the possibility of an
intense life lies in the midst of a dark death, or that the possibility of
absolute freedom lies in the form of absolute freedom of responsibility
and duty. In conclusion, it can be said that Choi In-ho speaks through
Scary multiple and Deep Blue Night that ultimate life coexists with

ultimate death and total freedom coexists with total freedom.

Key words: Choi In-ho, freedom, repression, a forced choice, Scary
multiple, Deep Blue Night
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