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<Abstract>

Study on the thematic consciounsness in
Oh, Jung-Hee’s "Paro Lake,

Chang, Hyun-Sook

This paper revolves around Oh, Jung-Hee’s novella "Paro Lake,; it
seeks to understand the inner world of characters and the thematic aspects
in the story that deal with psychological conflict; it also looks into the
symbolism of the imagery that is revealed in the story. Also, this paper
seeks to trace the writer’s perception of life and awareness of social
reality.

In this work, the author uses ‘Paro Lake’ as a spatial setting, which
shows the character's consciousness of discomfort, desire of escaping, and
the distorted sense of falsehood. By using the entering of the empty ‘Paro
Lake’, images of white stone engraved with a woman's face and the
appearance of an old man and the image of cotton seeds and so on, vividly
depicts the inner world of the character who wants to go to a self-reliance
life, and also shows the dynamic image of ‘Paro Lake’.

It also shows the violence of the Korean War and the tragedy of
division, which was happened in ‘Paro Lake’. As a malpractice of modern
social development, the scars of flooded areas and the vicious behaviors
of the Fifth Republic did in Gwangju were visualized through the images
of ‘fog” and ‘wind’. This can be seen as the author's realistic criticism of
the crazy political situation of the Fifth Republic. As a result, the writer's

understanding of social reality which was showed in the "Fireworks,,
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expanded from "Stepping on the Shadow to "Paro Lake,.

On the other hand, Oh, Jung-Hee's constant pursuit of self-existence in
his works is also constantly showed in this work, which expressed by the
desire of the character’s ‘novel writing’. And with the image of ‘Paro
Lake’ as the center, it shows the continuity of time and space from
prehistoric times to the present. The life which points to ‘Invisible Real
Identity’ and ‘Forever Opening’ of the writer and the inspection of time
were emerged by using the images of ‘stone’ and ‘wind’ which express

deep sadness, extreme longing and eagerness.

Key words: consciousness of discomfort, desire of escaping, falsehood,
Paro Lake, the Korean War, fog, wind, self-existence, novel
writing, realistic criticism
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