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<Abstract>

Discontinuity in the Formation of Female Identity

during War
—Focusing on Oh Jeong-hee's “The Garden of Childhood”
and “Chinatown”

Moon, Hwa

This article reviews the formal features and meanings of “Women's
Identity Formation” through studying the girls in Oh Jung-hee(1947~)'s
“The Garden of Childhood” and “Chinatown”. It reveals the process of
becoming a woman is not natural but artificial through a series of
repression, taking Judith Butler's concept of a “melancholy gender”. The
both girls in “The Garden of Childhood” and “Chinatown” observe the
body of women who are under the supervision of patriarchal discipline as
well as experience the feeling of suppression toward their same-sex
parents as a rite of passage. Thus, the girls are faced with ambivalent
feelings of “sensuality and disgust” towards her same-sex parent and
forced to grow up into women without any models to positively identify
themselves with. On the other hand, just because the main characters are
under the heterosexual norm, which presupposes a ban on same-sex
attachment, does not mean both girls achieve a consistent female identity
as the norm expects. This study pays attention to the possibilities of
deviation where the young girls in “The Garden of Childhood” and
“Chinatown” try to reconstruct themselves into the space of resistance
under the oppressive female norms. The deviation of the adult female

character in Oh's novel does not need to be seen as a simple unusual
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exception, but as a clue that women stand against the history of the
suppression of female identity. Oh represents the repressive formation
and resistance of female identity in “The Garden of Childhood” and

“Chinatown”.

Key words: woman identity, identification, homosexuality, melancholy
gender, abject, body, Judith Butler, Oh Jeong-hee, The Garden
of Childhood, Chinatown, female growth

E I Y 20199 11E 17¢ A AF Y 20194 118 18Y-128 6Y
AEYY : 20194 128 1Y otz 0 20199 128 26Y

204



	전쟁의 시공간에서 형성된 여성 정체성의 불연속성 －오정희의 ｢유년의 뜰｣, ｢중국인 거리｣를 중심으로
	요약
	1. 서론
	2. 금지 속에 보존되는 ‘여성성’
	3. 비체화된 모체에 대한 실패한 동일시
	4. 결론: 여성 정체성의 불연속성을 드러내는 오정희의 성장소설의 의미
	참고문헌
	Abstract


