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<Abstract>

The Problem of Description in Kim Hoon's Novel

Kim, Joo-Eon

This paper focuses on exploring the relationship between the writer
and the world that is revealed through the description. The object that
Kim Hoon describes in The Forest of My Young Days starts with a
small flower and ends up being a scenery. The protagonist is an artist who
paints botanical art on canvas and at the same time a narrator who
expresses what he cannot draw and the impossibility of description. By
distinguishing ‘see’ from ‘seen’, the author highlights the methodological
problems of the process of painting and describing it as a major narrative
situation. The prosperity realm of Kim Hoon does not lie in overlapping
the issue of epistemology in painting. It is to replace and magnify the
problem with a problem of the impossibility of description. For Kim
Hoon, describing the object would be describing the impossibility of
description created with the subject. Why?

Despite its outstanding sensual brilliance, the end of the forest comes
into being something that cannot be described in The Forest of My
Young Days because it is the ‘scenery’ of the Autre. What Kim Hoon's
description world challenges is not the world of autre who can fully
define and control the object with language expressions. Only when one
departs from the ideology of "landscape" in the liberal arts of Eastern, one
can meet the scenery of the Autre. The scenery meeting outside all

ideologies is the Autre and a cosmic futility. When the scenery becomes
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o

foregrounded, things like historical or social and political topics can be
backgrounded. This has nothing to do with the reality of Kim Hoon's
novel, especially the novel The Forest of My Young Days. In Kim
Hoon's novel, scenery is not subordinate to the subject as an ancillary
existence, or as an excuse for setting. It comes as a hidden protagonist,

hard to describe in itself.

Key words: description, scenery, impossibility of description, scenery as
Autre, hylozoism, realism of scenery
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