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<Abstract>

The Spatiality and the Space Sovereignty of
the Nation-State in Cheon Kwang-yong’s Novels

Kim, Keun-ho

In the novels written by Cheon Kwang-yong, the native of Bukcheong,
Hamkyong Province, space has important meanings. However, the space
shown in the Cheon Kwang-yong’s novels has not been much spotlighted
so far compared to its importance. Under these circumstances, it is
necessary to discover the key logic that penetrates the whole world of His
novels, depending on the analysis framework of human-to-space
relationship.

However, it is necessary to approach this issue in more detail, focusing
first on the common characteristics of spatiality based on the
characteristics of the novel world, and then gradually reviewing the
developed aspects. Based on this view, the study was discussed in two
main directions. One is the analysis of the commonality of spatiality
throughout the novel world. First of all, there is a generally lonely
characters in the whole novels who expresses his or her eagerness for a
place or place in a way that breaks through his or her lonely situation. The
next review is the analysis of the increasingly developed aspects based on
the characteristics of the spatiality basically shared. Based on this view,
the analysis of the spatiality of Cheon Kwang-yong’s novels shows that
the main characters in his novels undergo the passion for exploring the

national territory and gradually materialize in a way that highlights their

14



efforts and passion to get the right supporting themselves in the space
they live in. In other words, it can be interpreted that Cheon’s novels,
searching for the place of the sovereign against various difficulties arising
from the process of creating a nation-state after Korea’s liberation from
Japan’s colonial rule, has deepened in the political meaning of seeking the
space sovereignty in the nation-state.

To sum up, Cheon Kwang-yong had shown quickly literary responses
his contemporary society and political reality, based on his nationalistic
attitude. He clearly recognized that being called the nation in a political
system, the first nation-state to meet since liberation, coincides with
getting space sovereignty. In that sense of political logic and an aesthetic
sense of balance, he had written narratives to contain a confrontation

between national identity and spatial identity.

Key words: Cheon Kwang-yong, the Authors coming to the South Korea
over the 38th parallel, space, spatiality, place, loneliness,
national territory, nation, space sovereignty, identity,

subjectivity
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