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<Abstract>

A Study on Spatial Politics of Kim Jung-han's

Novels
—From ‘kamagso(prison)’ To Maitreya

Mun, Jae-Won

In this paper, I noticed that the recurring prison is a key space in Kim's
novels. Therefore, I examined how the spatial politics that mediated the
prison is connected with the resistance that the author intends to say. And
while the author generalized the prison, he considered how he imagined
the outside of the prison system. The prison is a space in the Kim
Jong-han novel that ends the narrative with catastrophe, but also suggests
the possibility of becoming a starting point for a new narrative. At this
time, the new starting point is the point of departure from the reign of the
reign of the prison and the ideology of the reign, and the birth of a new
space-subject.

The narratives of the peasants and the people during the Japanese
colonial period and the modernization period ended in catastrophe as
mediated with prisons. At this time, the prison is functioning as a space of
fear for them to build a world of identity. On the other hand, the narratives
of intellectuals tended to be born as resistance subjects while being
mediated with prisons.

Through the image of prison, which contains the duality of suffering
and resistance, it is assumed that what the author ultimately wants to say

is the imagination of de-prison. So, in this paper, I searched around the

60



unrecoverable space in the prison system. Particularly in Sulado, the
space of the Maitreya, which the vulnerable people make together, was

noted as another spatial practice of the order of the ruling space.

Key words: Kim Jung-han, kamagsolprison), Maitreya, Topopovia, Political
subject, resistance, Spatial practice
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