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<Abstract>

A study on the genre related concepts of
web-novel

Kim, Jun-Hyun

This article is the result of the study on the concepts of ‘genre’ in
the web-novel in Korea. The concepts of genre is being used
uncertainly in many types of the literary field. However, this fact is
often forgotten by the readers and writers of web-novels. This article
aims not to eliminate this uncertainty, but to reveal many extensions of
the concepts. In the web-novel field, the genres of web-novel is
considered same to those of genre-novels. This point of view lacks of
the knowledge of the fact that the concept ‘genre- novel’ and
‘web-novel’ contains the meaning of the matters of the media. The
matters of media produces the difference between two concepts. For
example, in the web-novel platform, the concepts of genre is also the
titles of the top-down menu in the homepage. This fact leads to the
situation that the relation between many genres became different from
the previous age. One of the genre-related concepts of web novels
used differently from the previous era is the ‘~mul.” In web novels,
previously used genre names such as ‘fantasy’, ‘romance’ and ‘SF’ are
used by the platform, but they are actually too abstract for authors and
CP companies to use in their collaborative work, and for readers to use
in reading and critique their work. Therefore, the term ‘~mul’ is being
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used in a different way from the previous usage to further refine the
genre.

Key words: web-novel, genre, the field, media, ‘~mul’
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