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<Abstract>

The Uneven Development of Colonial Korea
and Colonial Modernism
—Focusing on Yi Tae-jun’s Short Stories,
1930-1937—

Bae, Gae-Hwa

Yi Tae-jun’s short stories depicted mainly the peasants who left
their farm villages due to Japanese policies toward colonial Koreans,
and the poor in Gyeongseong and its suburbs. Previous studies on Yi’s
short stories, regarding ‘Japan as modern while Korea as pre-modern,’
asserted that Yi expressed nostalgia for intrinsic Korean things which
disappeared with modernization. On the contrary, this study, regarding
the miserable life of Korean lower-class depicted in Yi Tae-jun's short
stories as the phenomena of daily life created by colonial
modernization, argues that Yi illustrated a new type of life and people
that resulted from the uneven development of Korea based on the
division of roles between imperial Japan and colonial Korea. Japanese
imperialism viewed lower colonial Koreans as redundant labours,
which were imperishable under the no protection. In contrast, Yi made
them invaluable in his literature by describing their life using beautiful
and delicate Korean language, and created a type of colonial

modernism in this manner.
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