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<Abstract>

Narratives of ‘Suffering’ and ‘Search’,
and the Question of ‘Choice’
—Foregrounded ‘Troubles’
and Backgrounded ‘Sacrifice’—

Choi, Sung-Yun

This paper analyzed the classical novel Jusaengjeon and Choi
Myung-ik's Novel in 1930 A Man without Personality, Sim-Mun
together with Lee Kwang Soo's long-length novel Mujeong as a link.
These four novels have a great difference in the time of creation and
the historical background, but they have many common points in
terms of narrative structure and character composition.

These works shape a male figure who is wandering or worried, and
a female figure who is abandoned or suffering in common. Male
characters are at the crossroads of choice that can be replaced by the
question of what life to live, but their choices are delayed and their
worries persist. On the other hand, female characters are already set to
make some choices at the beginning of the work, and their first choice
is wrong, so they are facing the current hardship in the work. Female
characters hope to change the way of life by borrowing the power of
male characters, but male characters ignore or hesitate. The suffering
of female characters persists or deepens, eventually they reach the end

of tragic fate.
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‘A narrative of search’ in which the wandering and troubles of male
characters are foregrounded. ‘A narrative of suffering’ in which the
fate and sacrifice of female characters are backgrounded. These two
axes narrative are developed together in these works. In particular,
Mujeong has acquired the modernity of the writing that is
distinguished from classical narrative in that it attempted a ‘form of
trouble’ that is hard to find before. Then, 4 Man without Personality,
Sim-Mun searched the prospect through the male characters and
reflected the reality of the time through the female characters in the

works.

Key words: Jusaengjeon, Mujeong, A Man without Personality,
Sim-Mun, Choice, Search, Suffering, Trouble, Form of
Trouble, Male Character, Female Character, Intertextuality,
Genedlogy of Text
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