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<Absract>

In-hoon Choi’s A Day of the Novelist, Mr.
Gubo and the Buddhist Imagination

Jang, Young-Woo

The serialized fiction A Day of the Novelist, Mr. Gubo written
by In-hoon Choi is a parody of the text of the same title written by
Tae-won Park . In Choi’s work, he described many contemporary
writers and their daily routine realistically along with the main
character 'Gubo', which is supposed to be Choi's alter ego. In this
regard, the fiction shows some distinguishable changes that are not
commonly found in his previous personal novels. In this fiction, there
are characters who are deeply interested in domestic and international
social-political issues, and have a critical reflection on art and novel.
Gubo, as writing worker (a labor worker who produces fictions), has
been living with decency and diligence. Writing worker’s tasks
include reading and writing, manuscript review, editing of an entire
book, watching film, and visiting art exhibitions. Inspired by the
displaced refugee writers like Dante, Chagall, Joong-Seob Lee who
explored unfamiliar places and developed unique and creative style to
represent the image of their original place, Gubo tired to find a way to
develop his writing.

Life of Gubo resembles the footsteps of an Ascetic who overcomes
the weight of the teachings of the Buddha and his master, and then
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walks on his own 'road without the road'. Choi explained the multiple
tradition with the belief that ancient Western and Korean literature are
not alien/different to each other, and narrative concepts from Western
and Korean literature cannot be separated. Such an attitude reminds us
of the intellectuals who were advocating ‘the Eastern Way-Western
Means Theory’ in the late 19th century and early 20th century. This
paper argues that Choi’s parody of traditional novel such as The
Cloud Dream of the Nine can be seen as a strategic move to
experiment the possibility of rebirth of Korean traditional novel in
today’s literary world. In that sense, ‘novelist Mr. Gubo’ can be
understood as a literary cornerstone in Choi's serialized and parody
novels which seek a new style of modern Korean novel based on

ancient narrative style without imitating Western literary style.

Key words: Novelist Mr. Gubo, Parody, Seridlized novel, consciousness
of displaced refugees, the multiple fradition, Buddhist
imagination
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