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<Abstract>

Transformation of Jeon Tae-II’s writing
and its 1mplication

Lee, Jung-An

In the 1970s, a different genre of literature has been salient in
Korean literature. Namely, the labors who were in necropolitical labor
vividly described how their lives have been exploited. In particular,
Jeon Tae-II’s diaries, letters and memoirs played a vital role in
contributing to both arising labor literature and labor memoirs in the
1970s and narrativizing the workers’ rights activists in the 1980s.

Do Not Make My Death Futile is the collection of Jeon Tae-II’s
memoirs, letters, and diaries. In the book, it is noticeable that Jeon
Tae-II’s writings were gradually transformed in a distinctive way. To
be more specific, while Jeon Tae-1l wrote mainly diaries and memoirs
in the early stage of his writings, he wrote letters and a draft for a
novel in the late stage. Thus, Jeon Tae-Il writings had been
stylistically sophisticated and he had been slowly aware of the readers.
Interestingly, Jeon Tae-II’s biography excludes his diaries about his
unrequited love because this kind of diaries would blemish his
reputation as workers’ rights activists.

From 1969, when he organized Babohoe (literally The Fools), Jeon
Tae-II’s writing was not confined into a private area. Rather, his

writing was turned into reader-oriented writing and he was clearly

286



Hejdel 227] WA o ofn

aware of readers. In his letter to Won-Seop, describing a man with
driver’s hat, Jeon Tae-II configured a labor who was in extreme work
condition and was estranged from human being’s Gattungswesen
(species-essence). By configuring a typical character instead of
describing the inner world and private experience, Jeon Tae-II’s scope
of writing was extended.

Furthermore, Jeon Tae-II attempted to revise his memoir by shifting
viewpoints on the same event and describing the same event
differently. These attempts reflect his desire to dramatize events.
While his diary lacks a coherent narrative, his memoir shows an
impressive narrativity. The latent desire to the novel in his memoir
and his narrative made Jeon Tae-Il write three drafts for novels. In the
end, by creating fictional characters and constructing plots, Jeon
Tae-Il attempted to write a novel.

The transformation of Jeon Tae-Il’s writing can be wrapped up in
two aspects: First, the scope of his writing had been gradually
extended from private writing to reader-orient writing. Second, his
writing evolved into narrative-oriented writing. The reason why Jeon
Tae-Il attempted to write a novel seems to be related to the strong

social impact of a novel in the 1970s.

Key words: Jeon Tae-ll, diary, memoir, letter, 1970s, Do Not Make
My Death Futile, labor literature
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