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<Abstrsct>

The question of sublime and desire appeared in
Moo Jeong

Park, Jin-Young

Lee Kwang-Soo’s Moo Jeong is readable in relation to
secularization in the modern period. This novel reproduces the conflict
between the cause of self-immolation and individual personal desires.
This paper analyses the coexistence of popular and sublime appeared
in Moo Jeong. It is mixed with its former age and modernity in the
narrative of Moo Jeong. Also, Moo Jeong well expresses coexistence
of the pursuit of sublime and secular things in the modernness of the
novel. Kant explains that the sublime is a psychological entity that
turns daily values into trivial. It exists in the human mind to detect the
idea of infinity. Lee Hyung-Sik and Park Young-Chae try to prove
their high spirituality. The narrative is characteristic of the art of
speaking that encourages the awakening of the ethnic ideals of
civilization and of modern self. A commitment to modern times leads
to an anxiety for nobility.

However, Lee Kwang-Soo describes the modern secular world,
where the influence of money dominates, as ruthless through
Young-chae’s ransom of 1,000 won. The author understands
modernity as the direction to the development of civilization through

the growth of material and wealth. After all, secularization is the
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natural flow of the process of moving from pre-modern feudal society
into the modern world. This paper analyses how both specific aspects
of the secularization flow of money and desire and the ideal of
enlightenment toward the evolution of civilization, are combined and

broken, in the novel.

Key words: Lee Kwang-Soo, Moo Jeong, Sublime, Secularization,
Money, Desire
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