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<Abstract>

A study on passion memory
and subject consciousness in “Wind and River”
written by Kim, Won-II

Ma, Hye-Jeong

The purpose of this paper is to study passion memory and the
change of subject consciousness revealed in “Wind and River” written
by Kim, Won-Il. In an individual’s past, memory and passion is a
complex, which is indivisible, especially the passion described from
autobiographical memories can be criteria to verify credibility of
memories. In this paper, the memory accompanied with passion is
called passion memory. Why the main character, Lee, In-Tae
exhibited bizarre behavior was that he was overpowered by passion
memory. The source of his passion was created by the death of many
Koreans caused by his act of betrayal when he was an army for
national independence. It included fear, pain, guilt, self-loathing,
desire of self-salvation. His passion of self-loathing was generated by
completely obeying the words from Chosun people like spells. And in
order to save himself from being subordinated, he studied religious
doctrine and looked for resting places. Finally, it showed the process
of self-purification by recovering the human compassion in the
unconsciousness and making self-confession with Pansori. We hereby

understand what the author intended to show in “Wind and River”: the
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life of a betrayer who did a self-examination and passed from thought

to action and the meaning of the literary outcome.

Key words: Kim, Won-Ill, passion, passion memory, betrayer, guilt,
self-loathing, self-salvation, compassion
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