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<Abstract>

A Study on the Narrative Strategy in
‘The Island Swallowed Myth’

Lee, Hyon-Young

This paper explores the Allegoric meaning and aspects of ‘The
island swallowed a myth’ And it aims to characterize Lee Chung-jun's
novel by understanding the writer's position or intention through the
meaning hidden beyond the myth. In Chapter 2, we analyzed the story
of a baby hero as an Allegory reading. The book looked at the
symbolic meaning and meaning of relationships among keywords
such as a baby hero, parents, powerful people, and a dragon horse that
help a baby hero to exist in a baby hero story. We also looked at the
spatial meaning of the trail behind Namseon-ri, where the massacre
took place, through Allegory, a narrative device that arranged the
death of a baby hero, and a dragon horse rock. Meanwhile, Chapter 3
focused on the symbolic nature of the relationship between the hero
and the neighbor in the legend of Kim Tong-jeong, a variation of a
baby hero's story. This can also be related to the subject of the author's
previous novels, which also unfolded the writer's fear and betrayal of
his neighbors. Chapter 4 explores the epic strategy behind the novel.
The existing discussions have been interpreted as a May 18 Gwang-ju
democratic uprising. However, this paper analyzed the intentions of

the author, who came up with a strategy to pressure readers to remind
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them of the time layout itself of May 18.

Through the Allegory of Mythology, the author seeks to play the
role of the reader by hiding the suggestive meaning of the realistic
problems in the novel. Interestingly, unlike the early novels that set up
traps for readers not to find hidden elements, L.ee Chung-jun uses the
so-called dual-device strategy of Lee Chung-jun when he comes to
later novels. In short, “The island swallowed a myth’ allows readers to
recognize the writer's intentions through various nuances even if they
do not realize Lee Chung Jun's hidden intentions. And, for readers
who carefully analyze text, it shows a strategy that makes the writer
think about what he used to hide through the disguised devices. The
author's intention to describe the book is not just a read-only text, but
rather to keep the reader from losing the tension in the novel while still
maintaining the possibility of the text he enjoys by participating in it

himself.

Key words: The Island swallowed a myth, the story of a baby hero,
exorcism, Jeju Island, neighbors, heroes, epic strategies
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