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<Abstract>

A Comparative Study on KAPF's "Nongmin
Soseoljip(Peasant Novel Collection); And
Korean Writers Alliance’s "Toji(The Land)y
—Focusing on Their Continuity
And Discontinuity —

Park, Pil-Hyeon

In this paper, "Nongmin Soseoljip(Peasant Novel Collection);
(Byeolnarasa, 1933) of KAPF and Toji(The Land)s(Ahmungak,
1947) of Korean Writer's Alliance were compared to examine their
continuity and discontinuity. "Nongmin Soseoljip(Peasant Novel
Collection); is the collection of representative peasant novels of
KAPF at the time of publication in 1933, and "Toji(The Land); is the
novel collection published by the peasant literature committee of the
special committee in Korean Writer's Alliance in 1947 during the
liberation period. As KAPF and Korean Writer's Alliance occupy a
prominent place in the history of Korean literature, diverse approaches
have been consistently made to those organizations and their
activities. Yet, nevertheless, there have been few discussions focusing
on "Nongmin Soseoljip(Peasant Novel Collection); and "Toji(The
Land); themselves except for individual approach to some of the
works in each collection, and discussions on both of the two texts are
actually hard to find.
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Publication is proceeded in a certain situation by a certain chance
with its own purpose. While "Nongmin Soseoljip(Peasant Novel
Collection); of KAPF was a part of the efforts to find a way out in
political, social and cultural control and crisis in 1930s, "Toji(The
Land); of Korean Writer's Alliance is an example that shows the
process of how literature sought for its practical role while facing a
pile of tasks and sharp conflicts during the period of confusion in
rapidly changing circumstances. In addition, the publication of those
two texts was achieved in the middle of the situational changes,
awareness of the crisis, and the following emphasis on creation for
popularization. In other words, "Nongmin Soseoljip(Peasant Novel
Collection)s and "Toji(The Land)s show, both in the process of their
publication and contents, the actual aspects of the problematic reality,
such as control and suppression explicitly revealed through the war in
a full scale and affairs of arrest, changes in the policies of the US army
military government, and the real occurrence of conflicts between the
left and the right in full swing, and how the discussions to overcome
them, such as popularization theory, had been accepted and realized
through the selected works under the names of the organizations in
their own way. Both of the two texts also have something in common
in that they were the outcome of each organization's particular
intention in order to stress literary practice to cope with specific
problematic reality(shift to military rule by the Japanese Empire in
1930s and farm tenancy dispute, direct political intervention into the
agriculture society, such as Nammyeonbukyang(growing cotton in the
south and raising sheep in the north, F4f1L) policy, and land
reform in the liberation period and so on), which was different from
other anthologies planned and published as series by each

organization. However, they are different in the standards of edition,

185



Aol A AT 7120189)

description of intentions, characteristics of the figures and conflicts,
and the arrangement of the works, and etc. And these differences can
be said to have been possible by the recognition of the limits of ©
Nongmin Soseoljip(Peasant Novel Collection); that had been
published earlier along with the differences in the circumstances or the
development of the theory of popularization.

The two texts are never light in that they show the aspects of
specific acceptance and realization of various discussions and the
emphasis on creation for publication as practice and as the reaction to
the crisis. Examining these two texts together that seem to have been
repeated with a gap would raise interest in the works which have been
neglected, and also offer another approach to the theory of

popularization or peasant literature.

Key words: "Nongmin Soseoljip(Peasant Novel Collection)s, TToji(The
Land)s, KAPF(Korea Artista Proleta Federatio), the Korean
wiriters dlliance, the peasants novel, the popularization
theory, Publishing activities, Media movement
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