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<Abstract>

A Study on Jeong Se-bong’s Novel

Choi, Byeong-Woo

Jeong Se-bong has been highly regarded in that he managed to
write a fine novel and that he critically recognized the reality of China
as he lived his life as a farmer in the period before and after the reform
and opening. The purpose of this study is to understand the themes of
his works with a more diverse perspective based on the
accomplishment of previous research on Jeong Se-bong’s novel.

Major themes appearing in Jeong Se-bong's novel can be
summarized into three major themes. They include firstly, negative
views on the absolute authority that was prevalent in society,
secondly, criticism of the family background theory that was prevalent
in Chinese society during the construction period of the communist
state, and thirdly, the recognition of the reality of capitalism after the
reform and opening.

Regarding all his works, such as novels, characters, events, etc.,
Jeong Se-bong stated that he was based on the facts himself. This
method of creation positively influenced novels based on accumulated
experiences of farmland, but resulted in the inability of his literary

world to expand into a wider area.

Key words: Reform and openness, capitalism, redlity criticism, denial
of authority, family background, selfishness, writer's limit
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