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<Abstract>

Woman and Topology
—Focusing on Oh Jeong-hee’s An Old Well,
An Evening Game and Garden of Childhood—

Yang, Yun-Eui

This study reviews Oh Jeong-hee’s novel, focusing on its setting.
Unlike space, a physical coordinate, setting also indicates the people
living there, and thus, it includes the lifestyle, feelings, lineage,
memories, and present-day lives of the characters. The setting is
closely related to a character’s existence, and furthermore, a
character’s existence creates the setting.

Upon following the first-person reminiscence in Oh’s An Old Well,
the reader comes to realize that, on the surface, the old well is a setting
that is contrasted with life in the present day. The semantic division
that differentiates childhood/middle age, memories/living, and
past/present is related to the appearance of this setting. However, the
“old well” is, here and now, constantly and newly emerging from
within the world. The “old well” leaves countless overlapping vestiges
of the past in the present life of the first-person protagonist. The
original “old well” was an invisible entity that existed only in
memory, but it reappears as repeated, actual, and visible. This can be
seen, for example, in the man who only exists as an obituary, or in

being reminded of childhood by the husband sleeping curled up in
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fetal position.

The setting of the old well and garden has often been deemed
feminine based on the biological sex of the author and the novel’s
protagonist. However, they are a setting that refuses to be assigned
such a meaning. For example, the old well can be regarded as the
visibility of an invisible entity or as the semantics of a non-semantic
entity. The fact that invisibility is visualized means that something that
has not been given meaning exists as a meaning. The setting produces
meaning as it is created, but also throws the meaning into disarray at

the same time.

Key word: Woman, Topology, Place, Space, Oh Jeong-hee, An Old
Well, An Evening Game, Garden of Childhood
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