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<Abstract>

The Political and the Destiny of the Novel
—A Study of “Biwhamilkyo”—

Song, Ki-Seob

“Biwhamilkyo” is a novel written by Yi Chong-jun. It reproduces
the custom of a local community. It is a story of a year-end. People
light a torch at the top of Mt. Jewang, exchange new year’s greeting,
and climb down the mountain together. The last person who carried
the torch has responsibility to keep the embers alive for next year. The
annual event of the local community repeats as the ember-keeper
lights the ember up at the end of another year. The ember becomes a
torch annually. It is archetypes and repetition. This novel seems to
describe religious custom of a local community greeting new year.

This novel, however, focuses on the political. It contrasts the ability
and the inability of the political. It can be structured to binarity: the
absence of politics and the realization of politics. The ability of the
political is converting noise into voice. Political ability is made when
the mumbling of people who carried the torch turn into voice of
communication. As Jacques Ranciere mentioned, converting noise
into voice means returning parts to those with no part.

Yi Chong-jun said a novel can be written when voice are made. A
novel means those with no part recovering their parts and becoming

the subjects of their voice. When people of a local community recover
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their voices climbing down the mountain and claim their parts, the
custom becomes politics. The political is formed from the destruction
of order. A novel is a vehicle of searching the ability of the political.

The ability of the political determines the destiny of novels.

Key words: the political, ember, archetypes and repetition, noise,
voice, the destiny of the novel
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