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<Abstract>

Study on the thematic consciousness in
Oh, Jung-Hee's <Fireworks>

Chang, Hyun-Sook

This paper revolves around Oh Jung-hee’s short story <Fireworks>;
it seeks to understand the inner world of characters and the thematic
aspects in the story that deal with psychological conflict; it also looks
into the symbolism of the imagery that is revealed in the short story.
Also, this paper seeks to trace the writer’s perception of life and
awareness of social reality.

The absence of the father figure in Oh Jung-hee’s novels is
repeatedly revealed from the early works to the later works. In the
short story <Fireworks>, confusion stemming from existential
solitude, identity diffusion and the consciousness of discomfort of the
characters arise from the absence of the father.

In particular, the writer introduces the myth of Gojumong,
juxtaposing the inner world of Yeongjo, who aspires to ‘find the root’,
and the inner world of Gojumong, who is looking for his father.

In particular, the sense of anxiety of individual subjects in this work
is closely connected with the collective unconsciousness formed in the
history of insanity. The memory of Gwan hui’s war experience is
maximized to consciousness of discomfort by encountering ‘Evie’,

which is a representative utterance phenomenon of collective

4717



el

HU A AT 68(2017.12)

unconsciousness. To Myeongyaksa, who is suffering from
hematologic malignancy, the memory of war is inherent in his fear of
massacre and death.

In this work, the writer is embodying the political concealment,
distortions and violence that are hidden behind ‘Fireworks’ directly or
indirectly through the characters. This can be seen as a result of the
writer's criticism of the reality regarding the mad political situation of
the Fifth Republic, which was dominated by military dictatorship. In
other words, the collective unconsciousness formed by the memory of
the past is amplified in the characters to become a greater sense of
discomfort combined with the current repressive political situation.

Nevertheless, past, present and the future show the writer’s historical
awareness that she can progressively go forward through the
vicissitudes of history. The reason why the writer tried to ‘find the root’
by introducing the myth of Gojumong, which is the birth myth of a
nation, was to reflect the writer’s consciousness about hope through the
souls of people or ‘finding the root’ for the people of those days who
endure repeated chaos in an era of oppression and taboo. Therefore,
<Fireworks > can be regarded as an important work to be considered in
reviewing Oh Jung-hee's literary world in that it shows the artist's

criticism of reality and expandability of the will to respond to reality.

Key words; Fireworks, absence of the father, consciousness of
discomfort, the myth of Gojumong, finding the root, history
of insanity, collective unconsciousness, memory of the war,
massacre and death, Fifth Republic
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