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<Abstract>

A Narrative of Temptation and Pollution
—On Kim, Yoo-jung’s “Jungjo”—

Lee, Kyung

Kim Yoo-jung's short novel, “Jungjo”, deals with female-to-male
trade, which is substantially spoiled by a female character. Focusing
on this feature, this essay explores the subjectification process of the
female character. Based on the feminist approach including Gale
Rubin's concept of traffic in women and Kristeva's explanation on
abject, this essay tries to analysis her behaviors of temptation,
prostitution, negotiation and deal in the novel, and reveals her
subjectification strategy. In this patriarchal structure, the possibility of
women becoming a subject dominance is very narrow, but it may be
possible to make some cracks to and in such a structure against its
grain through the strategy of becoming abject. She seduced her master
into sexual affair with herself, and threatened him to pay her business
succession. From such a story, this essay tries to find the potential of a
female character who breaks the social context of traffic in women.

First, it examines the feministic potential of the novel that tries to
question the relationship between the subject and the object through
the dual strategies of temptation and victimization of herself which
was played by the female characters. The fact that it is the woman who

decides whether she was the subject or the victim of temptation,
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confirms the possibility that strong social structure that backs up
traffic in women is significantly broken called in question or
suspicion.

Next, it explores the strategy of dilution of the boundaries of master
and servant from her planned behavior of becoming abject which
resulted in the master 's damage consciousness. The resources of a
female person who is able to dispose her male master toward feeling
terrible fear, are not temptation or pleasure, but contagiousness of
dirtiness, ugliness and inferiority which have been attributed to
herself. Because the power to pollute the boundary and ‘face’ belongs
only to her, her strategy of becoming abject has produced the most
powerful resource for her to achieve her goal toward opening a public
house.

Finally, it examines how the dual strategy of temptation /
victimization and the strategy of becoming abject are converged into
the transaction of pollution and making a travesty on the master
power. It reveals the status of the female character who takes the
initiative of the transaction of pollution and explains how the master
power that compelled her to be an abject is ridiculed and tactically
questioned. This essay tries to propose to find out some possibility of
female character to question the everlasting structure of traffic in
women and to make a travesty on the master power, along with
existing researches which have limited female character’s meaning
only to metaphor of Korean nation or intermediator of exchange or

trades.

Key words; Inifiative of worman, Subject of temptation, Traffic in women,
mobilization of pollution, becoming-abject, travesty on the
master power
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