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<Abstract>

Two Aspects in the Publishing Market in
the 1950s and Writers’ Response
—<Sa Sang Gye> and Kim Seong-han—

Jeong, Bo-Ram

In 1955, Kim Seong-han started to work as chief editor for <Sa
Sang Gye>, being in charge of planning and editing the influential
magazine. Given that <Sa Sang Gye> played a leading role in
enlightening the public in the 1950s, he was at the center of the social
enlightenment.

Enlightenment during the period, however, was not an one-sided
movement. Readers also demanded that publishers should deliver
useful but sophisticated knowledge. Kim Seong-han, who was both an
editor of the magazine and a writer, produced literary works while
trying to balance between desires as an intellectual and the needs from
readers. His novels were the fruits of the effort, which reflected the
two different desires of writers and readers in the publishing market at
that time.

In this regard, it is meaningful to read his three short stories
published in <Sa Sang Gye> - “The Suicide of Zeus,” “For Five
Minutes,” and “Babido” - in parallel with other writers’ works in the
magazine over the same period and to understand correlations

between them.
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The three stories share the ideology that the magazine pursued,
which was about entrenching democracy in Korea in the face of
practical challenges in the 1950s, in a form of literature. The stories
put an emphasis on the potential power of the people, and the
characters represent people acting morally for the community.
Furthermore, such interpretation enables readers to realize that Kim
Seong-han’s literary works are far from being abstract or escapist
fictions but rather they faithfully depict the period and show a

willingness to participate in the real-world.

Key words: Kim Seong-han, the 1950s, <Sa Sang Gye>, The Suicide of
Zeus, For Five Minutes, Babido, enlightenment
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