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<Abstract>

The Destiny of Female Characters and
the Space Hierarchy in Korean Modern Novels
—A Comparative Study of Sim-mun and
Mujingihaeng —

Choi, Sung-Yun

This thesis compares Sim-mun(1939) by Choi, Myeong-lIk with
Mujingihaeng(1964) by Kim, Seung-Ok. By comparison, I tried to
examine the personality of narrators, the destiny of female characters
and the space hierarchy in Korean modern novels.More specifically, I
tried to make clear genealogy of two texts on the basis of common
elements.

These two works put up a passive man with marginal personality as
a narrator in order to compare two spaces objectively and to observe
the process of downfall and frustration coolly instead of intervening in
female character's tragic fate.

Such a narrator reveal the falsehood of female character's desire.
Yeo-Ok and In-Sook desire Chosun and Seoul through Myeong-I1 and
Hee-Joong. But not only male character but also alternative space
serve as a medium of the final desire, new life. That is the why
Sim-mun and Mujingihaeng are destined to be tragedies reminiscent of
Madame Butterfly.

Despair of In-Sook in Mujingihaeng makes readers reconsider and
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reflect on our Seoul-oriented desire similar to collective unconscious.
On the other hand, tragic destiny of Yeo-Ok in Sim-mun makes
readers realize that such a binary relativistic perception originate from
narrow view, because Manchuria and Chosun are only one part of
Northeast Asian Order. In terms of macroscopic view, involving
Japan, asymmetric hierarchy of Manchuria and Chosun seems to be

insignificant.

Key words: Choi, Myeong-lk, Kim, Seung-Ok, Sim-mun, Mujingihaeng,
Madame Butterfly, Space hierarchy, Genealogy of Text
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