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<Abstract>

A Study on the Change of Literary History
Recognition of North Korean Literature on Lee
Kwang Soo's Novel "Mujeong(Heartlessness).

Oh, Tae-Ho

The purpose of this manuscript is to examine literary historical
perceptions of Mujeong(Heartlessness); from North Korean
literature in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of Lee Kwang
Soo's novel "Mujeong(Heartlessness);. The evaluation of North
Korean literature on Lee Kwang Soo's "Mujeong(Heartlessness)y is
based on the 1980s. In other words, in the way of the blame before the
1980s, the two-sided evaluation which gradually examines both
affirmation and negativity progresses. Since the 1980s, North Korea
has also recorded literary merits and demerits about Lee Kwang Soo
and Novel "Mujeong(Heartlessness)s as subjects of fair evaluation.

In the history of North Korean literature, from the 1950s until the
1970s, it was referred to as the "bourgeois reactionary writer" centered
on "Joseon Literary Syntax;(1959). However, in the mid-1980s, the
opening of the "Chosun Literature Overview(1986) was regarded as
a writer who reflected the characteristics of the "bourgeois
enlightenment literature”. Then, in the 1990s, when the "Juche
Literature Theory(1992), it became more attention as the writer of "

Pioneery. As a recent evaluation "Joseon Literature History 73(2000),
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I appreciate the progressive significance of "the exposition of social
evil in exploited society". Especially, it is positively evaluated that the
style of ‘the unity of speech and writing’, the establishment of modern
novel style, and the pioneering efforts of modern novels.

However, it is not the subject of "Mujeong(Heartlessness)s that is
evaluated as first of modern novels in South Korea. On the other hand,
the difference between the point of view of the history of literature of
North and South reveals that the next "Pioneer; is better evaluated as
literary history. Nevertheless, it is important that the bourgeois rebellion
writer, who was merely an object of criticism, is transformed into a
bourgeois enlightened writer who is recognized for his literary merit. It
is encouraging that the evaluation of literary history has been

reevaluated in works such as "Mujeong(Heartlessness)s and Pioneer .

Key words: Lee Gwang Soo, "Mujeong(Heartlessness)s, "Pioneer;,
bourgeois rebellion writer, bourgeois enlightenment
literature, establishment of modemn novel style, modemn
novel pioneering achievement, the unity of speech and
writing
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