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<Abstract>

The Wartime General Mobilization System
and Joseon Literature in the Late of
the Japanese Colonial Period
—Focus on Lee, Kwang-su’s Literature
and Discourse—

Oh, Tae-Young

The conditions of human life were reorganized by the wartime
general mobilization system in the late of the Japanese colonial
Period. Therefore, it is necessary to look at Korean literature in the
first half of the 20th century as ‘colonial literature’ rather than modern
literature=national literature. In an emergency triggered by war, the
discriminatory structure that has maintained and sustained the
empire-colonial regime was abolished. And suggested that the
imperial Japanese and colonial Joseon should be unified. Through
this, they opened the way to ask for the condition of being captured,
not excluded by the colonial Joseons as the abjects. And when they
were imposed an obligation to go to war and die, these abjects were
willing to accept it. Through this, it became possible to demand the
right as a nation instead of staying in the position of the exiled as a
colonizer. Lee, Kwang-su actively cooperated with the regime and
tried to escape the discriminatory status of the colonial by building up

these narratives. However, from the perspective of the imperial

7
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Japanese, it is deprived of the authority of the empire-colonial regime.
When the distinction between the Japanese and the Joseon is nullified,
the boundary between the empire and the colonies disappears and the
empire-colonial regime collapses. So the Joseon were given only the
right to go to war and die. It is worth noting that colonial literature
functions as a mirror reflecting the order and grammar of the
empire-colonial regime. Considering this, we can not but consider the

positivity of the system that has been through ‘colonial Joseon’.

Key words: empire-colonial regime, wartime general mobilization
system, Joseon literature, national literature, colonial
literature, Lee, Kwang-su, abjection
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