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<Abstract>

Reform and Opening Appearing in
Li Won-gil’s Novel

Choi, Byeong-Woo

This study examines rural reforms in the reform and opening era,
which is a general theme of Li Won-gil's novel, in relation to his life
and the situation of the times. Li Won-gil entered upon his literary
career at the beginning of the reform and opening after the Cultural
Revolution, and treated the wounds of the Cultural Revolution, which
was the mainstream of the literary world at the time, and made the
reality of rural reform a fiction. Li Won-gil's works tend to be the
result of the spirit of an era in which he began to create novels in a
period of rapid change from class struggle to reform and opening. Li
Won-gil, who became a representing author of the Joseonjok literary
world by fictionizing the subject related to the rural reform that the
China society in the early period of reform and opening was aiming at,
gradually moved away from writing from the mid-1990s when the
reform and opening began.

Li Won-gil's going away from writing novels is related to receiving
notice of the literary world in a short period of time as he grew and
emerged into the literary world at a time when a unified ideology
dominated society, and he unfolded themes of the times that the nation

aimed at into his novels. Li Won-gil, a representative writer of the
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generation who made certain themes of the times into a unified view,
would have difficulty adapting easily to the change of literature, which
calls for new creative methods with a unique perception of reality. In
this perspective, Li Won-gil could not devise his own creative method
to secure a new era, so it can be evaluated that he made a difficult

decision that he would no longer write novels.

Key words: Joseonjok novel, reform and opening, rural reform, group
farming, separate farming, themes of the times
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