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<Abstract>

Love-Misogyny as a method
& Modern Recognition
—Centered on Early Works by
Yeom Sang-Seop—

Lee, Ji-Hye

This paper identifies a perspective of the writer Yeom Sang-Seop's
own, seeing the ‘love of the age’ in the period of the love and
proceeding toward another different modern recognition in his early
modern love stories. Differentiation of Yeom Sang-Seop from other
writers in those days originates from ‘knowing’ that ‘sacred love’
standardized in 1920s is eventually impossible in the reality and
‘knowing’ that the point where contradictions of the sacred love
manifest themselves most clearly is contaminated love-misogyny, an
inevitable stopover though called its contrary term. The writer comes
to ensure the identity of the modern subject different from that of the
sacred love due to correct understanding on the periodic reality.

In particular, <A Dark Night>(Chapter 2) witnesses that the sacred
love is forced to be ‘love of alienation’ in the reality. X(male) is
alienated from his feeling and N(female) passes between
‘sympathy-contempt’ though she does not appear, in other words,
finding out that it is not possible to be excluded through misogyny.

However, though recognizing that the colonial era is turbulent with
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awakening of modernity, X does not give up love at all.

Hence, in <A Watch Night>(Chapter 3), the writer carries out the
‘love of experiment’ regarded as the opposite of the sacred love,
pushing ahead with the contaminated love done by the new woman.
This experiment is conducted after instrumentalizing the misogyny
and using it as a shield. Contaminated love that comes to the surface
visualizes hidden ‘female subject’ and reveals that love is the
‘relation’ rather than one-sided feeling. In addition, it paralyzes even
the relation of the ‘superior-inferior’ that caused the strong male
subject in the colonial age so eliminates the illusion of modernity and
disillusions it. It offers an opportunity for finding out an individuality
of another modernity.

<Sunflower>(Chapter 4) shows that there remains the ‘love of
exchange’ in the reality where illusion of love disappeared. The love
of exchange shown by Young-Hui and Sun-Taek is based on material
conditions denied so far but freed from moral valuation and ideal
standard. Such love does not have the strong male subject formed by
illusion of modernity-misogyny. Instead, it is possible to identify that
both males/females in the colonial age are beings weak and anxious.
However, it is the moment that discovers the individuality of colonial
intellects. They are those who recognize the disability of the period
and their own weakness but stare at the reality rather than turning
away their eyes and search for another way rather than following the
logic of the powerful.

Such recognition on the modernity is connected to the identity of
Yeom Sang-Seop. He comes to be the subject of the individuality who
does not give up the spiritual life that may develop infinitely by
sticking to a cynical attitude on everything as an observer and

mediator. He ensures a place for ego through observing and thinking

412
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of others continually. Here, we may find out the meaning of the
individuality that only the writer Yeom Sang-Seop has and a balanced

foundation that supports his narrative world hereafter.

Key words: Yeom Sang-Seop, Misogyny, Love, Modernity, Disillusion,
Individuality, <A Watch Night>, <A Dark Night>,
<Sunflower>
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