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<Abstract>

A Study on Intercultural Reading of East Asian Novels

Woo, Shin-Young

This study suggests the development of reading literature that
dismisses exclusivity and maintains a comparative attitude, and calls it
intercultural reading. In other words, the texts of the heterogeneous
cultures are crossed and brought into contact with each other through
interactive reading across the texts.

What is remarkable is that a common resistance line to the capitalist
system is captured in the novels of Korean, Chinese and Japanese
writers submitted since the 2000s. The dominant aspect of Korean
novels is the tired survival struggle of young people. In the case of
Chinese novels, they share a similar problem consciousness but place
the ‘sex’ issue at the core of the conflict to deal with conflicts.
Japanese novels are in a state of deep closure and powerlessness, or
present fundamental questions about capitalistic labor.

Intercultural reading of these aspects of empowerment can lead to
implications for literacy education in multi-cultural society. In the face
of the insecurity of capitalist society, East Asian literature is searching
for a common resistance line, and we can form various thoughts and
solidarity through intercultural reading that weaves together. In such a
possibility, we can pursue ‘multi-cultural mind’ rather than abstract

multiculturalism. The intercultural reading proposed in this paper is
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one direction of such pursuit.

Key words: East Asian literature, East Asian novels, Multi-culturalism,
Infercultural reading, Intercultural sensitivity
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