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<Abstract>

Kang Kyodng-ae's Kando-Ecriture
Kando Locality and Femininity

Choe, Hyon-Hui

The existing literature on Kang Kyong-ae's works can be
categorized into two trends according to how they evaluate the
author's two main core values: class consciousness and femininity.
Kang's representative fictions, including the novel From the Wonso
Pond (In'gan Munje), clearly show the author's Marxist view on the
colonial Korean society. In the meantime, the author's typical
narrative evolves around the topics of the society's violence against
female protagonist and her self-sacrifice. The first trend of Kang
Kyong-ae studies criticizes that the author ignores the concrete reality
that women must face to forcefully vision the ideological future. In
second trend, researchers tend to value the femininity that is
paradoxically brought forth when Kang's Marxist vision turns out to
be impossible without ignoring the concrete reality faced by women.

If Kang's Marxist visioning of future can be justified only when it is
supplemented by the unconsciously foreclosed femininity, is not it
more reasonable to focus on the supplement which renders the
visioning possible? If one focuses on how the femininity manifests
surreptitiously only as the form of the unrepresentable on the

discursive surface, or as the from of the untranslatable to the reality
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that is represented in the works, Kang's Kando period works become a
problem, which insistently defies any sort of solution and Kang's
reader always becomes the one who fails to solve the problem. The
problematique of Kang's writing reveals itself as non-phonetic and
anti-semantic signs at the discursive level, while at the level of content
it manifests as the ultimate failure of signification. What I call
Kando-écriture in this paper is this surreptitious manifestation of

Kando locality and femininity.

Key words: Kang Kyong-ae, Kando, Femininity, Locality, Ecriture
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